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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Sidney Weatherford on 3/24/2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method , in a communication network, of 
generating a mixed media stream from different types of input media streams including 
audio, video and text, input media streams of a first type having payload data elements 
and related identifiers, respectively, comprising the step: 

aligning the input media streams of the first type in an identifier interface 
unit, according to a pre-specified relation between identifiers in the input media 
streams of the first type before generating the mixed media stream, wherein 

the pre-specified relation between identifiers in the input media streams of 
the first type is matched , in an alignment unit, to a relation between identifiers in 
further input media streams of a second type used during generation of a further 
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mixed media stream from the input media streams of the second type, wherein 
the matching of relations between identifiers in the input media streams of the 
first type and further input media streams of the second type is achieved by 

identifying an intersection in a pre-processing unit, between the 
input media streams of the first type and the further input media streams 
of the second type; 

determining a relation between identifiers , using a calculation unit, 
in the further input media streams of the second type for those further 
input media streams which are comprised in the intersection; 

aligning the input media streams of the first type using an aligning 
unit which are comprised in the intersection according to the relation of 
identifiers in the further input media streams of the second type, wherein 
the input media streams of the first type at a point in time are described by 

h =[{qi,ni),{q2,n 2 ), ...,(qs,n s )] 
with {qi,q 2 ,...,qm} as a set of input media streams and {ni,n 2 ,...,n s } as a set 
of identifiers in the input media streams at a point in time, the further input 
media streams of the second type at a point in time are described by I M 
=[{si,ii),{s 2 ,i2),...,{sm,im)~\ with {si,s 2 ,...,sm} as a set of further input media 
streams and {i h i 2 ,...i m ) as a set of identifiers in the further input media 
streams of the second type at the point in time, the intersection between 
the input media streams of the first type and the further input media 
streams of the second type is S A = {s 1 ,s 2 ,...,s m }n{q 1 ,q 2 ,...q s }, and the 
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relation between identifiers in the further input media streams of the 
second type for those further input media streams of the second type 
which are comprised in the intersection is determined by 

I s '= U {(qj,nj) \ q j e S a} ■ 

Mi,...,s] 



9. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for generating a mixed media 
stream from different types of input media streams including audio, video and text, input 
media streams of a first type having payload data elements and related identifiers of a 
second type, comprising: 

an identifier interface unit for exchange of a pre-specified relation between 
identifiers in different input media streams, and 

an alignment unit adapted to align the input media streams of the first type 
according to the pre-specified relation between identifiers in different input media 
streams of a second type before generating the mixed media stream, wherein the 
pre-specified relation is matched to a relation between identifiers in further input 
media streams of the second type used during generation of a further mixed 
media stream and that the matching of relations between identifiers in the input 
media streams of the first type and in the further input media streams of the 
second type is achieved by 

a pre-processing unit adapted to identify an intersection between 
the input media streams of the first type and the further input media 
streams of the second type, 
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a calculation unit adapted to determine a relation between 
identifiers in the further input media streams of the second type for those 
further input media streams of the second type which are comprised in the 
intersection, and 

an aligning unit adapted to align the input media streams of the first 
type which are comprised in the intersection according to the relation of 
identifiers in the further input media streams of the second type, wherein 
the input media streams of the first type at a point in time are described by 
I s =[{qi,n,),q2,n 2 \...,{qs,ns)] with {qi,q 2 ,...,q m } as the set of input media 
streams of the first type and {ni,n 2 ,...,n s } as a set of identifiers in the input 
media streams of the first type at a point in time, the further input media 
streams of the second type at a point in time are described by 

lM=[si,ii),(s2,i2),--;(sm,im)] with {si,s 2 ,... ,s m ) 

as a set of further input media streams of the second type and 
{ii,i 2 ,-,im\ as a set of identifiers in the further input media streams of the 
second type at the point in time, 

the pre-processing unit is adapted to determine the intersection 
between the input media streams of the first type and the further input 
media streams of the second type according to 

Sa = {s 1 ,s 2 ,...,s m }n{q 1 ,q 2 ,...,q s }, and 

the pre-processing unit is further adapted to determine the relation 
between identifiers in the further input media streams of the second type 
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for those further input media streams of the first type which are comprised 
in the intersection on the basis of 77 = U {{qj,nj)\qj&S A } . 

ML-,*] 



Conclusion 



Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Sai-Ming Chan whose telephone number is (571) 270-1769. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Seema Rao can be reached on (571) 272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 571-272- 
4100. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 



/Sai-Ming Chan/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2416 
/Brenda Pham/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2416 



